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cuted. One of the prisoners was a White Russian. A con-
siderable number of them, we were told, are fighting in
the Japanese Army.

In the evening Miss Smedley came round to see us at
the Consulate, deeply depressed. The Police have just
raided the bookshops in Hankow and Chung-king, and
confiscated large quantities of Left-wing and Communist
literature. Even General Feng Yii-hsiang's poems have
been banned, because he writes about the poor. It is diffi-
cult to tell just who gave the order for this police action;
probably one of Chiang's more reactionary advisers. It
may not mean very much, but it is disheartening. It
shows that there are still people in the Government who
can't forget the old feuds.

Agnes Smedley took a very serious view of the matter.
She feared that these raids might indicate a change of
policy towards the Communists on the part of the Kuo-
mintang. She suspected even that the Eighth Route Army
was being deliberately kept short of money and equip-
ment, lest it should become too important as a military
and political factor when the war was over. She told us
also that three prominent Chinese business men in Shang-
hai had just been caught organizing a kidnapping racket
to supply the Japanese brothels with Chinese women.

We paid another visit to General von Falkenhausen's
headquarters. Our friend the A.D.C. was in an indignant
mood. He had just read the news of an interview' given by
a prominent American journalist to the Press in Shang-
hai. The journalist had praised China's solidarity, adding
that Germans and Russians were 'fighting side by side'.
'Never in my life', the A.D.C. assured us, chave I spoken
to a Soviet Russian!'
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